
th is is te st of le dbury italic. th e re  are no capitals y et, and only m inim al punctuation. th is 
sam ple is inte nd e d to te st th e  suitab ility of th e  italic as a com panion for th e  rom an, 
look ing at aspe cts such  as relative colour and w idth , and w h e th e r th e  tw o style s h arm onise .

Th e  de sign is q uite  strongly influe nce d by h and-w ritte n form s, w h ich  is appropriate  in 
conve ntional italics, I th ink . Th e  form s and de corations in a num be r of le tte rs are  
som e w h at unconve ntional, w h e re  I th ough t th at th e  conve ntional form s w e re  unlik e ly or 
infe asible  in h andw riting. For e xam ple , th e  'p' de sce nde r h as no se rif, and th e  'q ' 
de sce nde r h as a h ook  se rif, as a flat rom an- style  se rif is pre tty m uch  im possible  to form  
as continuation of th e  m ain strok e , I h ave  found. O n th e  oth e r h and, th e  slante d asce nde r 
se rifs are  q uite  fe asible  in h andw riting, so th e y are  re taine d. I h ave  trie d to sugge st broad 
nib e ffe cts in th e  unte rm inate d th ick  strok e s, th ough  th e  strok e  w idth  be h aviour is not 
calligraph ic, but follow s th e  sam e  rule s as th e  rom an.

re gard ing th e  lette r form s, th e  g and y re flect m ode rn h andw ritte n form s, so g h as a single 
bow l, and y is m odular w ith  u inste ad of v. th e  corne rs of v and w  are angular rath e r th an 
round e d for th e  sam e re ason.

In m ost italics, th e  colour is significantly ligh te r th an th e  rom an, and th e  w idth  narrow e r. 
In Le dbury, th e se  ch ange s are  ve ry sligh t. Also, th e  bow ls and arch e s are  not as cursive  as 
in m any oth e r de signs, to provide  a fulle r and m ore  rounde d appe arance . I th ink  th is 
com ple m e nts th e  w arm th  of th e  rom an be tte r.

th is sam ple doe s not sh ow  italics in line w ith  rom an, as th e  italic offse t h as not be e n te ste d 
or adjuste d y e t. pe rh aps th e re  is som e standard form ula for w ork ing th is out off th e  italic 
angle and ve rtical dim e nsions. m y font de sign softw are doe s not appe ar to do th is 
autom atically.

ledbury italic

abcd e fgh ijk lm
nopq rstuvw xyz

a q uick  brow n fox jum ps ove r th e  lazy dog




