
w ith  th is te st sam ple, inste ad of ram bling on about fonts, i w ill pass th e  tim e by talk ing 
about be e r. not th e  bland, fizzy stuff produce d in factorie s, you sh ould und e rstand, but th e  
re al th ing. you k now , re al ale. 

I suppose  th e re  is som e  social advantage  in be ing a re al ale  ne rd inste ad of a font ne rd. 
W ith  be e r, th e  re se arch  and te sting are  done  in frie ndly surroundings, w h e re  you m e e t all 
sorts of pe ople . Also, th e  side - e ffe cts of th e  ‘flavour staying pow e r’ te st and re late d 
re se arch  w ork  can be  q uite  ple asant, I find.

th ough  re al ale is usually associate d w ith  e ngland, th e re  is a th riving sm all bre w e ry 
industry in th e  usa, w ith  supporting industrie s such  as spe cialist h op farm ing. in fact, 
m any sm all bre w e rie s in e ngland im port h ops from  th e  usa. one be e r i re call w as called 
yak im a grand e pale ale, nam e d afte r th e  h op varie ty from  yak im a county in th e  state of 
w ash ington. am e rican h ops h ave a particularly clean and tangy flavour, m ore re m inisce nt 
of ge rm an lage r style be e r th an th e  dark e r and softe r trad itional english  ale.

Anoth e r favourite  of m ine  is calle d Bish op’s Fare w e ll, bre w e d by O ak h am  in 
Pe te rborough . Th is be e r w as nam e d in h onour of th e  Bish op of Pe te rborough , on h is 
re tire m e nt. Lik e  Yak im a Grande  Pale  Ale , it is a cle an and tangy be e r. I th ink  th e  bre w e r 
use s Am e rican h ops in th is one , th ough  h e  also use s Ge rm an h ops, as far as I k now .

all th is talk  of be e r h as give n m e a bit of a th irst. it is a pleasant, sunny day, so i th ink  i 
w ill do a bit m ore re se arch  on an inte re sting ginge r ale, produce d by th e  e nville bre w e ry. 
unlik e  a trad itional ginge r be e r, w h ich  doe s not use  m alt, and is usually ve ry low  in 
alcoh ol, th is ginge r ale is bre w e d as a norm al be e r, but w ith  ginge r add e d as a flavouring.
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